
January 2010 • Page 3Transitions of the New York Area UM Connections/Spectrum

Emergency Response 
training planned in 
Upper NY this March

UPPER NEW YORK - In 
the midst of the most turbu-
lent storms, UMCOR is on the 
ground to help rebuild, walk 
with survivors and stay until 
the job is done.

UMCOR’s domestic disas-
ter response personnel and 
specially-trained early re-
sponse volunteer teams stand 
ready to be dispatched as 
storms  develop.

Are you in the picture? 
When the storms come, will 
you be ready? If others cry out 
will you go?  We are called to 
support our needy neighbors 
and help the hopeless.

When disasters strike ev-
eryone becomes a neighbor 
and hopelessness is  a real 
risk. You can be the love of Je-
sus and the hands of God for  
someone who reaches out for 
help.  Instead of feeling help-
less, restore hope.  Get trained 
for emergency response and 
become part of a team of Vol-
unteers-in-Mission ready to  
help stabilize a community af-

ter disaster strikes. 
If you can offer caring lis-

tening, or basic cleaning, or 
simple carpentry skills then  
you can connect in a most 
meaningful way with survi-
vors putting their  lives back 
together.  Help make their 
homes safe, sanitary and se-
cure until the rebuilding  can 
begin.

An Emergency Response 
Team typically works for three 
days and goes home, so your 
time commitment is limited 
but critical to  rebuilding con-
fidence and restoring hope.

The next UMCOR Emer-
gency Response Training in 
upper New York is March 13, 
2010 at Clifton Springs United 
Methodist Church. Register 
by February 28 with the form 
to the left or by phone or email 
to Roger  Cullen, rcullen1@
rochester.rr.com (585-582-
6375).   Roger Cullen, 9 Fox 
Hollow Ln, Ionia, NY 14475 
Ph: (585) 582-6375

Team explores role of 
the Districts; seeks input

As United Methodists in 
Upper New York become 
united in one conference, you 
are invited to offer your ideas 
about ministry 
in your dis-
trict and your 
local congre-
gation.  The 
team looking 
at the role of 
Districts in 
the new con-
ference are 
seeking input 
through a survey.

 
Please download and com-

plete the survey now available 
on the home page of the Upper 
New York website – www.up-
pernewyork.org.  The survey 
is available in both PDF and 

Word format.
 
By Discipline, the decision 

about number and size of dis-
tricts is 
given to 
the Rev. 
M a r c u s 
M a t -
t h e w s , 
Resident 
b i s h o p . 
This sur-
vey will 
p r o v i d e 

a means for you to offer your 
input for consideration.

 
Please respond no later than 

January 31, 2010  . Address to 
e-mail or post the survey is 
included in the survey docu-
ment.

Pre-Conference briefings set 
in May for Upper New York

The new annual conference of the Upper New York Area celebrates its uniting conference June 
19, 2010 at the OnCenter in Syracuse, NY.  The day will conclude with the Service of Commis-
sioning and Ordination at 4 pm.

In preparation for this significant day in the life of our new annual conference, 5 Upper New 
York pre-conference briefings are scheduled with Bishop Matthews presiding.  The places have 
been chosen to accommodate our new area and are not designed to be by former annual confer-
ence boundaries.   Bishop Matthews looks forward to greeting all clergy and lay members to 
annual conference.   Your District Superintendent will be present and will assist in helping this 
office keep track of your church’s participation. Please be sure to attend one of the following ses-
sions:

May 15           9:30 – noon        Oneida St. Paul’s UMC
May 15           3:00 – 5:30         Gouverneur UMC
May 16           3:00 – 5:30         Elmira: New Beginnings UMC
May 22           9:30 – noon        Olean: Christ UMC
May 22           3:00 – 5:30         Henrietta: Faith UMC 

In addition to these dates, each district has one day set aside for an Upper New York Area team 
to come and discuss the specific changes affecting the local church which will be implemented as 
of July 1, 2010.  The morning will be for clergy, the afternoon is set aside for retired clergy and the 
evening is designed for the laity (specifically lay member to annual conference and representation 
from SPRC and finance).  Your district office will let you know times and locations. The dates 
are as follows:

2/15 Mountain View, 2/16 Niagara Frontier, 2/18 Northern Flow, 3/2 Crossroads, 3/3 Mohawk. 
3/4 Central Lakes, 3/11 Finger Lakes, 3/15 Cornerstone, 3/16 Genesee Valley

The closing Annual Conferences are being held June 5 for Western New York at Asbury First 
UMC in Rochester, NY and June 18 for North Central New York in Liverpool, NY.

We look forward to continuing on this journey with you into this new creation.

Grace and peace,

Marcus Matthews
Resident Bishop

Christine Doran            Natalie Hanson            Dick Barton
 Ex. Assist to Bishop    Dean, WNY Cabinet    Dean, NCNY Cabinet

A weekly e-news publication for the New 
Conference in the Upper New York Area 

is sent out under this heading.
Be sure to put uppernewyorkarea@gmail  as an ac-

ceptable email from which to recieve communications.

Visit www.uppernewyork.org for more information.


