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Bishop Woodie White writes annual letter
to the late Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.

In remembrance of the late Rev.
Martin  Luther King Jr., Bish-
op Woodie White writes an an-
nual letter in advance of the civil
rights leader’s Jan. 15 birthday.

Editor’s note: Each year, Bishop
Woodie White writes a “birthday let-
ter” to the Rev. Martin Luther King
Jr. about the progress of racial equal-
ity in the United States. White was
the first chief executive of the General
Commission on Religion and Race
of The United Methodist Church.
The United States will officially ob-
serve King’s birthday on Jan. 19.

By Bishop Woodie W. White*
Jan. 7, 2010

Dear Martin:

Whata difference a year makes! Last
year, I wrote with great exuberance
about the election of the first African
American to the presidency of the Unit-
ed States. Today, [ am no less excited,
because it demonstrated a significant
step forward in our nation’s history.

However, some pundits have
wrongly hailed the election as an
ushering in of a “post-racial” eral
Events of the past year have dis-
pelled that premature prediction.

Martin, we have been sadly re-
minded of the depth of prejudice
in the hearts and minds of many as
the new president has taken office.

Let me quickly acknowledge that
not all criticism of the President or any
person of color is automatically based
on race. | well remember the day I real-
ized some people did not like me, not
because I was black, butbecause I was]!

But we have seen the awful face
of racism for so long that no matter
how it camouflages itself, we know it

when we see it! We have seen it these
past few months, and it is no less ugly.

Yet Martin, it is the face of a passing
America. However loudly the voices
shout and however strong they may ap-
pear, it is a last gasp! Most Americans
are prepared to
live in and work
for a nation ab-
sent the kind of
racial division
that character-
ized our coun-
try for so long.

At the same
time, it is clear
that the battle
to end racial
division in our
nation 1is not
yet over. We
still have much
work to do to

with communities of love and justice.

Too many people still are racially
divisive. They exploit division, foster
it and profit from it, some for political
gain, others for personal and financial
reward—and they come in all colors!

And sadly, the seeds of racial prej-
udice have been planted so deeply in
some that though it may seem dor-
mant, it takes little to stir these people
to act in hateful ways. So we must
continue with efforts to heal our bro-
kenness, to bring clarity to misunder-
standings and to address our fears.

Good people can never remain silent
in the face of evil. History has taught
us too well what happens when they do.

It would be misleading on this, the
anniversary of your birth, to give the
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impression that progress in the area
of race has stalled. It has not. Every
day, new doors open, old barriers fall,
and hands and hearts reach across the
racial divide. But it is not enough!

The reality is that walls that come
down can be rebuilt. Old
hatreds can be reborn.
That’s the problem with
celebrating achieve-
ments too long and too
quickly: Progress is
never permanent. We
need to continually nur-
ture the good and chal-
lenge those elements
committed to fostering
ill will and division.

One of the most
meaningful signs this
year, Martin, was the
nomination and elec-
tion of Judge Sonia
Sotomayor of New
York as the first His-
panic justice to the Su-
preme Court. The daughter of Puerto
Rican parents, Judge Sotomayor has
a distinguished career and will bring
broad law experience to the court.

Permit me a bit of personal
pride, Martin—we both graduat-
ed from high schools in the Bronx!

And I dare not forget U.S. At-
torney General Eric Holder is now
the first African American to hold
that office. Such “firsts” are becom-
ing so routine, Martin, that they now
gain little or no public recognition!

Martin, nothing has brought me
more personal joy, than the honor that
came to our buddy, Joe Lowery, who
continues to be an influential voice
for social justice and human rights.
He was chosen to give the benedic-
tion at the inauguration of Barack

Obama as the 44th president of the
United States. And it was a stirring
one! Then on Aug. 12, he received the
prestigious Presidential Medal of Free-
dom Award, the highest recognition
the nation can bestow upon a civilian!
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At the heart of the dream, you
shared that August day back in
1963 in Washington, D.C., was a
society in which people would be
“judged on the content of their char-
acter and not the color of their skin.”

You told us, “It was rooted in
the American dream.” And so it is!
“One nation, under God, indivis-
ible, with liberty and justice for all.”

We shall overcome!
Woodie
*Retired Bishop Woodie White

is bishop-in-residence, Can-
dler School of Theology, Atlanta.

Spring Equipping School to focus on formation of House Churches

CORNERSTONE DIS-

holds a Master of Divinity de-

movement is exploding as the

TRICT - House Churches are
the focus of the Cornerstone
District  Spring Equipping
School scheduled for Satur-
day, March 6, 2010.

Presenter for the event
will be Kevin Applegate from
Ginghamsburg Church who
will bring information on the
forming of House Churches.
Time and location are still to
be determined. More infor-
mation to follow. All are wel-
come.

Kevin Applegate is director
of cell group and house church
ministries, connecting adult
Ginghamsburg attenders into
ministry groups based on their
expectations, interests and de-
sire to grow as genuine Jesus
followers.

He also disciples cell group
and house church leaders and
provides the training, tools and
problem-solving skills groups
needed to thrive in authentic
community:.

Prior to joining the Gin-
hamsburg team, Kevin, who

gree, served for nine years as
Director of Youth and Young
Adult Leadership Ministries
within the Kentucky Annu-
al Conference of the United
Methodist Church.

Jesus calls the Church to
the business of transforma-
tional discipleship: reaching
out, brining in and develop-
ing Jesus followers who then
become the hands and feet of
Christin the world. This takes
place only through the process
of living together in commu-
nity. But for the Church to
change the world for Jesus it
must be relevant, relational,
and on rigorous mission and
these qualities take place best
in small authentic community
and not in the crowd.

George Barna believes
through his research of the
church, that the main stream
church in America is poised to
loose fifty percent of its active
members in the next ten years.
In doing his research, he also
notes that the house church

post modern culture looks to
new, smaller, relevant, and
authentic spiritual communi-
ties in which to commit their
lives.

church

— {~—

Monthly house church at-
tendance in the United States
has grown from two percent of
all church attendance in 1996
to 9 percent in 2006 and is
likely to grow to fifteen per-
cent by 2010. In response to
this, Ginghamsburg Church
has created and formed a new

missional community ministry
to become incarnational in the
neighborhood, the connected
house church.

House Church
Training Tract

Connected House Church

K’
'glngnamsnul‘g — a new model of outreach

for a missional church
® Incarnational church
® Micro community
with a Macro Mission Sup-

port

®© Authentic community
and discipleship building

® Reaching a new com-
munity for Christ

House Church Leadership
Identification and Training

® Identifying leaders

® 8 to 10 week leader-
ship training in pastoral care,

community building, disciple-
ship paths, neighborhood out-
reach, and worship structure
and design.

7 Essentials of the House
Church Celebration and Struc-
ture

® Including meal, wor-
ship, communion, offering,

sermon, discussion and prayer

® Venue structure and
logistics and ongoing support

Pre-Launch Planning and
Support

© Identify shared lead-
ership

®  Praying for God’s di-
rection and wisdom

®  Target audiences
®  Outreach strategies

® Support from home
church




