
Your support can help provide more 
ministry opportunities

Remember how good you felt to help those in need following the recent 
disasters in this country and others?

Your Conference supports these ministry opportunities on a daily basis 
through the United Methodist Connectional System and Shared Giving.

In Zimbabwe alone, nearly 980,000 children are orphans as a result of 
one or both parents’ death from AIDS. Girls 
are especially vulnerable. More often than 
boys, girls must leave school to care for their 
siblings or sick relatives. A new denomina-
tional program, funded through the General 
Board of Global Ministries – our Shared 
Ministry dollars – will serve AIDS orphans 
and other vulnerable children in Zimba-
bwe. The monies will help cover school fees 
for primary and secondary school, support 
school feeding programs, and more. 

The Onondaga Nation UMC is a true mission of the Annual Confer-
ence. Its members are faithful people 
who have retained their Christian faith. 
The Rev. Sharon Schmit works with 
the members to keep the Christian 
presence while helping them find ways 
to reconnect with the indigenous cul-
ture.

At the New Creations Ministries 
in Mohawk District, health care has 
been an issue of major concern where 
the uninsured rate is 25 percent above 
the national average. The addition of a 
Parish Nurse has enabled the 14 mem-
ber congregations to provide services 
including a health fair which brought 

experts from several areas together to provide valuable information. Ac-
cording to The Rev. Bill Mudge, supervising pastor, several persons were 
discovered with potential blood pressure and sugar problems. “We are re-
ally pleased with the parish nurse program and look forward to additional 
ways the New Creations Ministries can work together”
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Ministry positions on the Conference level provide options for revital-
izing congregations as well as opportunities for spiritual growth. 

The Rev. Lauren Swanson, Director of Congregational Development, 
works with churches of all sizes in areas including the for-
mation of cooperative parishes, mergers, visioning processes 
and strategic plans, each of which helps develop vital minis-
tries in communities throughout North Central New York. 
He has worked closely with the New Creations Ministries 
in the development of that program.

The Rev. Darryl Barrow, Director of Spiritual Leadership, works with 
congregations across the conference in “helping to reclaim the soul of the 

congregation” – nurturing, spiritual growth, outreach and 
worship. He is also developing effective small group min-
istry; spiritual leadership for small membership congrega-
tions, and is beginning to develop a program of spiritual 
wellness and health of clergy for this conference. 

Contact Lauren at 315-699-8715, ext. 307, or Darryl at 
315-699-8715, ext. 305.

Aldersgate and Casowasco are “places where lives are 
changed.” Nearly 2,200 campers attended a program at one of the sites this 
summer, spending time each morning in Bible study with fellow camp-
ers in their living area, making new friends, learning to swim or boat or 
“Blob!” Those campers were joined 
by a staff of Christian young adults 
who live their faith and share it with 
others.

But Casowasco and Aldersgate are 
also “places where lives are changed” 
for people of all ages. Throughout 
the year many churches and other 
organizations plan retreats at one or 
the other of these beautiful settings where they can get away from the daily 
routine and feel the presence of God in every step they take.

Your conference needs your support and urges your congregation to pay 
its Shared Ministry dollars at 100% in 2006.

Thank you for caring and for sharing in the connectional miracles of 
United Methodism!
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