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Historical information pertaining to the former Central New York and Northern New York Annual 
Conferences is available as follows:  
Central New York:  1869 through 1986 Annual Conference Sessions, General and Jurisdictional 
Conference Delegates can be found in the 1986 North Central New York Conference Yearbook.  
Northern New York:  Prior to 1938 Annual Conference Sessions and General Conference Delegates can 
be found in the 1953 Northern New York Conference Yearbook.  1939-1967 Annual Conference 
Sessions, General and Jurisdictional Conference Delegates can be found in the 1983 Northern New 
York Conference Yearbook.  1968-1986 Annual Conference Sessions, General and Jurisdictional 
Conference Delegates can be found in the 1986 North Central New York Conference Yearbook.  
 

1. Sessions of the Conference 
North Central New York Annual Conference 

 
SESSION  DATE   PLACE           BISHOP  SECRETARY 
 
   1 1986 June 13 Colgate University Stith  F.S.Kelsey/ 
  Hamilton, NY   C.E.Relyea 
Special       1986 Sept. 6 Syracuse University Stith  F.S.Kelsey 
  Syracuse NY 
   2 1987 June 12-14 State University of NY Stith  F.S.Kelsey 
  Oswego NY  
   3 1988 June 8-12    State University of NY  Stith  F.S.Kelsey/ 
  Oswego NY   P.D. Mills 
Special       1988 Dec. 3 State University of NY Stith  F.S.Kelsey 
  Oswego NY  
   4 1989 June 15-18  State University of NY Stith   F.S.Kelsey/ 
  Oswego NY    C.E.Relyea 
   5 1990 June 14-16 State University of NY Stith  F.S.Kelsey/ 
  Oswego NY   C.E. Relyea 
Special       1990 November 10 State University of NY Stith  F.S.Kelsey/ 
  (6)  Oswego NY   C.E Relyea 
   7 1991 June 13-15 State University of NY Stith  F.S.Kelsey/ 
  Oswego NY   C.E.Relyea 
   8 1992 May 27-31 State University of NY Stith  D.E.Austin 
  Oswego NY  
 185* 1993 June 9-12 State University of NY Kim  D.E.Austin 
  Oswego NY 
 186 1994 June 8-11 State University of NY  Kim  D.E.Austin 
  Oswego NY 
 187 1995 May 31- State University of NY Kim  D.E.Austin 
 June 3 Oswego NY 
 188 1996 May 30- State University of NY Kim  D.E. Austin 
 June 1  Oswego NY 
 189 1997 May 28-31 Four Points Convention Ctr. Kim D.E. Austin 
 Liverpool NY 
Special 1998 March 28 North Syracuse Baptist Church Kim D.E. Austin 
 North Syracuse NY 
 190 1998 May 27-30 Four Points Convention Ctr. Kim D.E. Austin 
 Liverpool NY 
Adjourned 1998 September 26 Hotel at Exit 37 Convention Ctr. Kim D.E. Austin 
  Liverpool NY  
191 1999 May 31-June 3 Holiday Inn Convention Ctr. Kim/Lyght  D.E. Austin 
   Liverpool NY   F.S.Kelsey 
Adjourned 1999 November 6 State University of New York Kim D.E. Austin 
  Cortland NY 
192 2000 June 1-3 Holiday Inn Convention Ctr Kim D.E. Austin 
  Liverpool NY 
 2000 September 30 Holiday Inn Convention Ctr Fisher D.E. Austin 
  Liverpool NY 
193 2001 May 31-June 2 Holiday Inn Convention Ctr Fisher D.E. Austin 
  Liverpool NY 
194 2002 May 31-June 2 Convention Center at Oncenter Fisher D.E. Austin 
  Syracuse NY 
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195 2003 May 29-June3 Holiday Inn Convention Center Fisher D.E. Austin 
  Liverpool NY 
196 2004 May 20-23  Holiday Inn Convention Center  Fisher D.E. Austin 
  Liverpool NY  
Adjourned 2004 October 16 Drumlins Conference Room  Fisher D.E. Austin 
  Syracuse NY   
197 2005 June 2-5  Holiday Inn Convention Center Fisher D.E. Austin 
  Liverpool NY 
198 2006 May 30-June4 Liverpool First UMC & Holiday Inn Fisher  D.E.Austin 
   Convention Center, Liverpool NY 
199 2007 May 30-June3 Liverpool First UMC & Holiday Inn Fisher  D.E. Austin 
   Convention Center, Liverpool NY 
 
*For reference, see 1988 Book of Discipline Para. 824, and the changes that were incorporated in the 
1992 Book of Discipline Para. 825.  
 
 

2. General and Jurisdictional Conference Delegates 
North Central New York Annual Conference 

 
GENERAL CONFERENCE, ST. LOUIS, MO - 1988 

Ministers: Deborah L. Pritts, James E. Spear, Richard C. McCaughey, Patricia B. Jelinek, R. David 
 Oertel  
Reserves: Margie J. Mayson, Garrie F. Stevens, Robert J. McCune, M. Russell Lee, Russell                  
C. Hall, Theodore R. Richards 
Laypersons:Robert V. Jelinek, Cecile Gordon, Ronald Bretsch, Betty Neese, Robert L. Mann  
Reserves: Ruth W. Porter, Brian H. Killam, Martha S. Cline, Elizabeth J. Burlew, Richard        
 D. Hubbard, Donald R. Yeddo  
 

JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE, WEST VIRGINIA WESLEYAN - 1988 
Ministers:  Deborah L. Pritts, James E. Spear, Richard C. McCaughey, Patricia B. Jelinek, R. David 

Oertel, Margie J. Mayson, Garrie F. Stevens, Robert J. McCune, M. Russell Lee, Russell C. Hall, 
Theodore R. Richards 

Reserves: Gary D. Bergh, William R. Swales, Deborah L. O'Connor- Slater, John L. Love, Charles 
F. Hess,  Dora  J.  Schneider 

Laypersons:Robert V. Jelinek, Cecile Gordon, Ronald Bretsch, Betty Neese, Robert L. Mann, Ruth 
 W. Porter, Brian H. Killam, Martha S. Cline, Elizabeth J. Burlew, Richard D. Hubbard, 
 Donald R. Yeddo  
Reserves: Marvin A. Rapp, Richard J. Hartz, Roberta Stillman, Elizabeth Morrow, Phyllis Blackmer  
 

SPECIAL JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE, WILKES-BARRE, PA - 1990 
Ministers: Deborah L. Pritts, Richard C. McCaughey, Patricia B. Jelinek, R. David Oertel, Garrie F. 

Stevens, Robert J. McCune, M. Russell Lee, Russell C. Hall, Theodore R. Richards, Deborah L. 
O'Connor-Slater, John L. Love 

Reserves: Gary D. Bergh, Charles F. Hess, William R. Swales,  Dora J. Schneider 
Laypersons:Cecile Gordon, Ronald Bretsch, Betty Neese, Robert Mann, Ruth Porter, Brian Killam, 
 Elizabeth Burlew, Richard Hubbard, Donald Yeddo, Richard Hartz, Roberta Stillman  
Reserves: Marvin Rapp, Elizabeth Morrow, Phyllis Blackmer 
 

GENERAL CONFERENCE, LOUISVILLE, KY - 1992 
Ministers: Deborah L. Pritts, Robert A. Hill, Garrie F. Stevens, Beth O'. Benham, Robert J. McCune 
Reserves: Bruce F. Webster, Harold W. Garman, Deborah L. O'Connor-Slater, M. Russell Lee, James 

M. Pollard, Charles F. Hess  
Laypersons:Betty Neese, Ronald Bretsch, Kathleen Barden, Elizabeth Burlew, Robert Jelinek  
Reserves: Jean Roy, Richard Hartz, Elizabeth Burlew, Marilyn Courtney, Julie Reed, Donald Yeddo 

JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE, READING, PA - 1992 
Ministers: Deborah L. Pritts, Robert A. Hill, Garrie F. Stevens, Beth O'. Benham, Robert J. McCune, 

Bruce F. Webster, Harold W. Garman, Deborah L. O'Connor-Slater, M. Russell Lee, James M. 
Pollard, Charles F. Hess  

Reserves: Gregor A. Dike, Russell C. Hall, Dora J. Schneider, Patricia B. Jelinek  
Laypersons:Betty Neese, Ronald Bretsch, Kathleen Barden, Elizabeth Burlew, Robert Jelinek, Jean 
 Roy, Richard Hartz, Elizabeth Burlew, Marilyn Courtney, Julie Reed, Donald Yeddo 
Reserves: Richard Hubbard, Barbara Gilbraith, Ted Finlayson- Schueler  
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GENERAL CONFERENCE, DENVER, CO - 1996 

Ministers: Deborah L. Pritts, Stephen T. Deckard, Beth O'. Benham, Deborah O'Connor-Slater, Thomas 
V. Wolfe  

Reserves: Sudarshana Devadhar, Garrie F. Stevens  
Laypersons:Betty Neese, Ronald Bretsch, Ronald Salyer, Kathleen Barden, Sharon Duger 
Reserves: Betty Burlew, Joellyn Tuttle 
 

JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE, AMHEARST, MA - 1996 
Ministers: Deborah L. Pritts, Stephen T. Deckard, Beth O'. Benham, Deborah O'Connor-Slater, Thomas 

V. Wolfe, Sudarshana Devadhar, Garrie F. Stevens, Russell C. Hall, Robert A. Hill, Patricia B. Jelinek   
Reserves: Rebecca Dolch, Bruce Webster  
 
Laypersons:Betty Neese, Ronald Bretsch, Ronald Salyer, Kathleen Barden, Sharon Duger, Betty 
 Burlew, Joellyn Tuttle, Robert V. Jelinek, Ruth Elliott, Ted Finlayson-Schueler 
Reserves: Donald Yeddo, Robert Mann 
 

GENERAL CONFERENCE, COLUMBUS, OH - 2000 
Ministers: Deborah L. Pritts, Sudarshana Devadhar, thomas Wolfe, Wendy Rhodehamel, Stephen 

Deckard  
Reserves: Rhonda Kouterick, Russell Hall 
Laity: Ronald Bretsch, Ronald Salyer, Elizabeth Quick, Joellyn Tuttle, Jason Moore 
Reserves: Doris Yuhas, Vi Rose  
 

JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE, SOMERSET, NJ - 2000 
Ministers: Deborah L. Pritts, Sudarshana Devadhar,Thomas Wolfe, Wendy Rhodehamel, Stephen 

Deckard, Rhonda Kouterick, Russell Hall, Deborah O’Connor-Slater, Brooke Newell, Robert J. Norrix 
Reserves: Beth Benham, Robert Sherburne  
Laity: Ronald Bretsch, Ronald Salyer, Elizabeth Quick, Joellyn Tuttle, Jason Moore, Doris Yuhas, 

Vi Rose, Alice Sherman, Robert Carns, Patricia Lewis  
Reserves: Donald Yeddo, Bernie McCarthy  
 

GENERAL CONFERENCE, PITTSBURGH, PA - 2004 
Ministers: Sudarshana Devadhar, Deborah O’Connor-Slater, Thomas W.W. Fassett, William 
Gottschalk-Fielding 
Reserve: Wendy Rhodehamel 
Laity: Sharon Bassett (head of delegation), Ronald Bretsch, Greg Forrester, Jason Moore 
Reserve: Chuck Forbes 
 

JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE, SYRACUSE NY - 2004 
Ministers: Sudarshana Devadhar, Deborah O’Connor-Slater, Thomas W.W. Fassett, William 

Gottschalk-Fielding, Wendy Rhodehamel, Rhonda Kouterick, Stephen Deckard, Robert Norrix 
Reserve: Richard Barton, Thomas Wolfe  
Laity: Sharon Bassett (head of delegation), Ronald Bretsch, Greg Forrester, Jason Moore, Chuck 

Forbes, Ed Enstine, Larry Mauser, Renee Hartz 
Reserve: Leah Mae Carlisle, Alice Sherman 
 

GENERAL CONFERENCE, FORT WORTH TX - 2008 
Ministers: Darryl Barrow (Head of Delegation), Elizabeth Quick, Bruce Webster, William Gottschalk-

Fielding  
Reserve: Marti Swords-Horrell 
Laity: Greg Forrester, Stephanie Deckard, Chuck Forbes, Ron Bretsch 
Reserve: Kurt Karandy 
 

JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE, HARRISBURG PA - 2008 
Ministers: Darryl Barrow (Head of Delegation), Elizabeth Quick, Bruce Webster, William Gottschalk-

Fielding, Marti Swords-Horrell, Deborah O’Connor-Slater, Thomas Wolfe, Sung Ho Lee  
Reserve: Thom White Wolf Fassett, Inell Claypool  
Laity: Greg Forrester, Stephanie Deckard, Chuck Forbes, Ron Bretsch, Kurt Karandy, Shirley 

Verity, Ed Enstine, Sharon Fulmer  
Reserve: Julie Stewart, Mike Huber  
 

 


